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ABSTRACT 

Common Cranes usually visit in Gujarat during winters and are considered as migratory. The site is near to Thol bird 

Sanctuary and other areas such as Kadi, Kalol and Sanand. Here, sighting of common cranes in great number were 

recorded.Common Crane belongs to the least concern category. As every sighting is important to record because of the 

rapid transformation of lands into urbanization.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Common crane (grus grus) is also known as Eurasian crane. It belongs to the order Gruilformes and family Gruidae, 

Ali (1996). As mentioned by Hansbauer et al.(2014), that the breeding range of the Eurasian crane extends from 

northern and western Europe across Eurasia including northern China and Eastern Siberia. During winter, the 

species is mostly found in the Mediterranean region, eastern Africa (Ethiopia, Sudan), the Middle East, India, and 

Southern and Eastern China. 

The species shows diverse migration strategies. Many birds migrate to Gujarat. As quoted by Jathar G. & 

D. Hathi (2010), the Gujarat state is strategically located between two avian migratory routes, one from Central and 

North Asia to East Africa and another from Middle East and Europe to Peninsular India. Here, mid-August to early 

September is the arrival period of migratory birds and they are present till end of the February month.  

This is an important wintering destination of several migratory birds including common crane. This area 

comes under semi-arid biogeographic zone and the habitat is mainly comprised of agricultural lands, grasslands, 

wetlands (ponds, lakes and jheels), dry rivers, ravine forests and rocky hills (Jathar G. & D. Hathi, 2010). As 

followed by the same, that the wetlands are integral part of rural Gujarat. One of the most important nearby bird 

areas is Thol Bird sanctuary.  

We have sighted huge flocks of Common Crane near Mulasana Village. As Mulasana is a village situated 

six kilometers from Thol Bird Sanctuary and thirty kilometers from Ahmedabad. We saw and photographed huge 

flocks of common crane (grus grus) in an agricultural field (23°06’04.7” N & 72°21’56.0” E) near Mulasana village 

of Gujarat on 1st November, 2021. There were more than 8000 common cranes present on the field in the morning 

(11:47) hours. This was the first time till our life we have seen such a large flock of Common Cranes in Gujarat. 
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Birds were identified with the help of field guide by Grimmett et al. (2011) and binocular (10×50) used and photographs 

were taken by camera (Canon 1500d) from safe distance without disturbing the birds. 

PLATE 1-LARGE FLOCK OF COMMON CRANE SIGHTED 

Figure 1 

 

 

 

 

 

According to Grimmett et al. 2011, common crane is a winter visitor and mainly found in northern India. He also described 

that adult has mainly black head and foreneck, with white stripe behind eye extending downside of neck, red patch on 
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crown is visible at close range. Immature has brown markings on upper parts with buff or grey head and neck, adult head 

pattern apparent on some by first winter and as adult by second winter. In flight, both adult and immature show black 

primaries and secondaries which contrast with grey wing-coverts. He also mentioned about the voice that flight call is a 

loud, trumpeting krrooah, on ground utters similar bugling calls including typical kroo-krii-kroo-krii duet. He has also 

added the habitats and habits such as winter crops, rivers with sandbanks, lakes and reservoirs.  

Here, nearby area is Thol, which is a bird sanctuary and an important birding area famous for migratory birds. 

Here, Jathar G. & D. Hathi (2010) has recorded 5000 plus common cranes from November, 2008 to February, 2009 at 

Thol. Also, according to an article published by The Times of India, added that three out of fifteen species of cranes found 

globally are seen in Gujarat. Though they are under the LC (Least Concern) Category, the global population of common 

cranes are estimated to be between 4,91,000-5,03,000 individuals, respectively.  

Hence the sighing of common crane that too in a huge flock is an important record for northwestern India for 

future prospects and further studies.  

CONCLUSIONS 

Cranes and other such migratory bird species are very sensitive to human interferences and other anthropogenic activities. 

Many bird species which were easy to sight just a decade ago have vanished from the nearby urban settlements. As the 

large residential projects are creating pressure on the migratory birds to look for new areas for food and resting. For 

example, a pair of Sarus cranes was a common sighting just a decade ago but have fled to other nearby areas. This record 

becomes an important sighting because it is possible that just a decade after these resting sites might get transformed into 

modern urban settlements. It seems that there is no option to urban developments.  
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