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ABSTRACT 

The government of India proposes to construct mega dams in the region of North East India and the prominent reason 

for such a proposal is that it would address the power crisis that the country is facing in the present era and North East 

has a vast potential of hydropower to meet the crisis. The North East is a frontier region geographically located 

approximately in between Bhutan and Bangladesh. The region has been politically and culturally sensitive and volatile, 

with numerous sub-national and ethnic conflicts occurring over the decades since independence, seeking various forms 

of political autonomy, and some others even pursuing secessionist movements. The causal factors are many and 

complex, ranging from historical identity formations and animosities, resource crunch and livelihood challenges leading 

to ethnic conflict and perceptions of outsiders versus sons of the soil, and historically entrenched visions of autonomy 

and sovereignty (the Bodo Movement, secessionist movement of the United Liberation Front of Assam etc.).These 

challenges got further intensified with the rise of an enormous tea industry in the region which resulted in migration of 

tea labourers into the region from various parts of the mainland India such as West Bengal, Chota Nagpur Plateau, and 

Jharkhand, causing intensification of insider-outsider imagination The region accounts for seven major National Parks 

that are home to rich flora and fauna. A recent World Wildlife Fund (WWF) study indicated the vast nature of these 

natural bio resources of the region (WWF, 2003)Besides being rich in natural biodiversity, the North East is also one of 

the most seismically sensitive zones of India. The entire region is marked as seismic zone 5, which scientists identify as 

the highest risk laden zone and highly prone to the occurring of intense earth quakes .Construction of big dams will 

cause massive destruction of the region in terms of the rights of the people and the ecology of the region. 
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