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ABSTRACT 

To this day, the Iraqi Kurdistan Region’s (IKR) crisis over territorial integrity and statehood remains unsettled. The Iraqi 

Kurdistan right to self-determination has been a debatable issue in public international law as there are many features of 

that right expressed in different legal platforms. The issue of legality of the Kurdistan people’s right to self-determination 

and whether they have the right to independence under international law will be clarified by bringing up the issue of 

independence referendum held on 25 September 2017. Therefore, the general objective of this study is to explain how, 

why and to what extent is effect of the referendum by the Kurdish people for external self- determination, and establish 

whether they have this right. The qualitative approach was used in this research, where semi-structured interviews were 

conducted, involving fourteen people who were divided into three major groups, comprising the Iraq Federal Parliament, 

the Kurdistan Regional Parliament and the Academic group. The result of the discussions revealed that the referendum 

undertaken by the Iraqi Kurdistan region was illegal as it contradicts the constitutional provision that the State is a 

sovereign and united federal entity while the preamble of the Constitution can legalize the referendum when it is being 

violated by Iraqi federal government. The contributions further explain that the regional powers circling Iraq not 

interested in the emergence of any Kurdish state in the area. Likewise, the vote has not been granted any credence by the 

international community. Nevertheless, the situation may vary in the future as nothing is permanent.  
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