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ABSTRACT

The research was attempted in MALA Block Panchayat in Thrissur district of Kerala in the year 2021-2022.The

sampling method used here is Random Sampling, in which 120 respondents were selected and the data was collected

by personal interview method with the help of pre-structured interview schedule and thereafter, appropriate statistical

analysis were done to ascertain the relevant results. The design used for the present research is descriptive one based

on the survey method. The study attempts to describe and analyse the contribution of micro enterprises promoted by

Kudumbashree in women Empowerment in Kerala. The study findings showed that Majority of the respondents

reported Kudumbashree micro-enterprise as enhancement of women condition had positive role (78.33%), followed by

negative role (21.67%) of Kudumbashree scheme. Meanwhile, none of them reported no role is played by

Kudumbashree scheme. Respondents also reported positive role (80.84%) of Kudumbashree micro-enterprise in

women empowerment, followed by negative role (13.33%) and no role (5.83%) of Kudumbashree micro-enterprise in

women empowerment. It was also seen that gender discrimination in entrepreneurial development was the first and

foremost constraint (98.33%), followed by combining family responsibilities and work is my problem (93.33%), lack of

access to finance for expansion of business (73.33%), lack of advice and assistance on business issues (55.83%),

inability to collect overdue (45%), gaining acceptance in the market and respect to my customers (44..17%), too much

of government regulation and levis (39.17%), coping with competition (35%), inconsistency in electricity (31.67%),

packing (26.67%), no opportunity for training/ up-grading skill (26.67%) & lack of access to information and

technology (24.17%) respectively.
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INTRODUCTION

Kudumbashree is the poverty abolition and empowerment of women programe enacted by the State Poverty

Eradication Mission (SPEM) by Kerala Government. The meaning of ‘Kudumbashree’ is ‘bringing up prosperity

to the family through women’. Kudumbashree came into existence in 1997 by the Government of Kerala in

response to the policy shifting and ensuring the transfer of powers to the Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs)3 in

Kerala, and the People’s Plan Campaign (PPC), which aimed to democratize, decentralize planning, budgeting and

overall governance. Kudumbashree consist of a three-tier structure for its women community, with Neighbourhood

Groups (NHGs) at the low level, Area Development Societies (ADS) at the middle, and Community Development

Societies (CDS) at local government level. When people hear about Kudumbashree, various thoughts come to their
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mind. For some, it is the poverty abolition project of the Kerala State government. Some others point of view of

Kudumbashree is that of women engaged in social work. Yet in few other people, the term Kudumbashree has an image of

women who come to collect waste from their house. For several other people, Kudumbashree is like a boon; a God-send. It

appears as food to the starving person, as medicine to the sick person, as a helping hand to the needy. There are some men

who see Kudumbashree as an unwanted platform that has made women arrogant. There are many politicians who think

Kudumbashree as a bridge to reach the poor; there are politicians who look towards Kudumbashree as a hindrance to

decision-making process of women. Certain other people consider it as a platform from where a woman can enter politics.

Women empowerment may be defined in different ways, which include- accepting women's point of view or

making an effort to pursue their dreams or goals, to uplift the position of women through education, awareness, literacy,

and training. Women empowerment prepares and helps women to make life-determining decisions about the problems

which they are facing from the society. Women empowerment helps in uplifting the position of women through education,

literacy, training and awareness creation. Moreover, women empowerment brings up the ability of women to make

deliberate life choices which had been denied to them before.

In the present study women empowerment means the process of making woman able to handle things by herself

(Prasad, R.R (2002). Especially matters related to finance, and ability to take decision, increased knowledge, social status,

participation in community development, increase in economic freedom, monthly savings, ownership of assets etc. So it

was studied in different dimensions like social condition, economic condition etc. (Peerzade, Syed Afzal and Prema

Parande. 2005). Another technique for empowerment of women economically also includes microcredit. Microfinance

organisations have an objective to empower the women in their community by providing them the access to loans that will

have low interest rates without the requirement of any security. More concretely, the microfinance organisations aim to

give microcredit to the women who are willing to be entrepreneurs. Kudumbashree micro business has been taken as a

framework for overall empowerment of women economically in Kerala State. But how far they generated a positive impact

on the life of women is yet to be studied (Paul Oliver 2010).

Development of women enterprises has been a global issue. It is a major concern for the economic growth and a

growing phenomenon over the globe. Involvement of Rural women in the financial development of the family and society

has also been a crucial issue that needs to be addressed wisely in view of the fact that endowment is significant especially

in poverty abolition. Since women have been involved in micro enterprises, it is logical to focus on micro enterprise

development to ensure viability. For the purpose a lot of programs were initiated by Kudumbasree. One among them is

promoting Micro enterprises. Micro enterprises play an important role in poverty abolition and socio-economic

empowerment of the needy, and helps for balanced development of economy with low capital investment

(Pakrisamy, A. (2006)).

Empowerment of women financially like social empowerment is a major important theme of Kudumbashree. The

Mission aims for local economic development through economic empowerment of the poor women. Mission introduced so

many programmes for economic empowerment and it targeted only the members both women and youth from

Kudumbashree family network. The major programmes include Microfinance, micro enterprises, collective farming,

livestock farming etc. Financial empowerment of women means ability of women to handle economic matters. It includes

increase in income, monthly savings, asset holding, financial sustainability, capabilities in managing etc. (Shihabudheen,

N. 2013 & Adhikari, B. 2006).
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

District of Thrissur of Kerala has been selected purposively for the present research since the maximum number of

Kudumbashree beneficiaries had membership in this district. In Thrissur district of Kerala, there are 16 blocks, in which

Mala has been selected purposively. In Mala block, there are 9 villages. Out of which, 4 villages has been selected

purposively on the basis of maximum number of beneficiaries. They were Kuruvilassery, Mala, Pazhookara and, Vadama.

Beneficiaries were selected through random sampling method. A pre-tested and well-organized interview schedule has

been prepared and implemented for collection of details from the respondents. The statistical tools like frequency,

percentage, mean, standard deviation was used to interpret the data and for drawing logical conclusion.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Role Played By Kudumbashree Micro-Enterprise in the Empowerment of Women

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents According to Role of Kudumbashree Micro-Enterprise in Women
Empowerment (N=120)

S. No. Role Frequency Percentage
1 Positive role 97 80.84
2 No role 7 5.83
3 Negative role 16 13.33

TOTAL 120 100

From Table.1, it can be seen that most of the respondents reported positive role (80.84%) of Kudumbashree

micro-enterprise in women empowerment, followed by negative role (13.33%) and no role (5.83%) of Kudumbashree

micro-enterprise in women empowerment.

Challenges in Entrepreneurial Development

The various problems in Kudumbashree micro enterprise in enhancement of women condition has been documented,

categorized, analyzed and presented in table and figure.

Table 2: Distribution of Challenges in Entrepreneurial Development among Beneficiaries of Kudumbashree
(N=120)

S. No. Statements Frequency Percentage Rank

1 Combining family responsibilities and work is my problem 112 93.33 II

2 Lack of access to finance for expansion of business 88 73.33 III
3 Lack of advice and assistance on business issues 67 55.83 IV
4 Gaining acceptance in the market and respect to my customers 53 44.17 VI
5 No opportunity for training/up-grading skill 32 26.67 X
6 Lack of access to information and technology 29 24.17 XI
7 Coping with competition 42 35.00 VIII
8 Inability to collect overdue 54 45.00 V
9 Inconsistency in electricity 38 31.67 IX

10 Packing 32 26.67 X
11 Too much of government regulation and levies 47 39.17 VII
12 Gender discrimination 118 98.33 I

(** - Multiple responses recorded)
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Figure 1: Distribution of Challenges in Entrepreneurial Development among Beneficiaries of Kudumbashree

From table 2. it can be seen that gender discrimination in entrepreneurial development was the first and foremost

constraint (98.33%), followed by combining family responsibilities and work is my problem (93.33%), lack of access to

finance for expansion of business (73.33%), lack of advice and assistance on business issues (55.83%), inability to collect

overdue (45%), gaining acceptance in the market and respect to my customers (44..17%), too much of government

regulation and levis (39.17%), coping with competition (35%), inconsistency in electricity (31.67%), packing (26.67%), no

opportunity for training/ up-grading skill (26.67%) & lack of access to information and technology (24.17%) respectively.

CONCLUSIONS

Based on the study, it is observed that most of the beneficiaries reported positive role towards the Kudumbashree micro

enterprise in empowerment of women. Increased household tension was the negative problem, lack of know-how was the

difficulty in area of production, lack of sufficient funds, involvement of middle men & low price and profit were the

difficulty in area of marketing and gender discrimination was the first and foremost constraint among the beneficiaries in

the entrepreneurial development.
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