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ABSTRACT 

Library is heart of any education society to promote reading habits among users and helps in developing the reading skills 

and lifelong literacy skills. LIS Professional Associations are leaders and minds of growth and development of the subject 

and system. They are playing very important role in professional development of particular subject or system. Identify, 

define and clarify needs, generate alternative strategies and set objectives, provide appropriate moral and intellectual 

support required for the continuing professional development is the major goal of the professional associations. In this 

study an attempt has been made that how the departments of the universities which are offering courses and professional 

associations in LIS are helping in the promoting reading habits among various categories of users. 
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INTRODUCTION 

To improve the quality of education most effectively and efficiently departments which are running courses in 

concerned subjects and professional associations are playing very important role. Professional development, 

contemporary applications, leadership, creating awareness and training, extension activities are the tools to achieve 

the goals of education. Professional socialization of faculty, office bearers heads of the department and education 

system can encourage the development of a particular subject. The leader’s consultative and collaborative role is 

needed for the purpose. In the development of LIS the departments of the universities and professional associations 

are major agencies through which goal can be achieve. 

Identify, define and clarify needs, generate alternative strategies and set objectives, provide appropriate 

moral and intellectual support required for the continuing professional development. Participation, policy 

formulation, extension and practical applications of various dimensions of subjects’ development the leader’s role 

is very much required. Association gives the common vision and goals to the profession and gives power and 

credibility. The association is responsible for keeping the departments/ schools informed of current practices in 

care provisions, lacks by producing required curriculum framing, reviewing and developing so that the 

departments/schools implement for the further development. 

REVIEWS 

 Shahriza Abdul Karim, N. and Hasan, A. (2007), The study used a survey approach in collecting the data. 

The population of the study was the undergraduate students from two academic faculties at the university. 

The study finds that the web site is seen as an increasingly important reading source. Significant differences exist 
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between academic programs and types of reading materials and reading resources particularly use the web sites. 

Some differences in reading habits and attitudes were also observed between male and female participants. 

 Samsuddin, S., Mohamed Shaffril, H., Bolong, J. and Mohamed, N. (2019) The purpose of this paper is to 

investigate the reading habit and attitude among rural communities in the low literacy rate areas in Malaysia. The 

study found that Moderate levels of reading attitude were obtained from the result of the study, in which several 

variables produced a significant relationship in the reading attitude (education level, household income and time 

spent in reading). 

 Walia, P. and Sinha, N. (2014). The purpose of this study was to attempt to answer some plausible questions like 

what do teenagers prefer to read at leisure, how do they read and why do they read? With the rapid changes in 

information technology, there is tremendous change in means of communication. The findings revealed a decline 

in sports and outdoor recreational activities during leisure, and only 20.6 per cent teenagers preferred reading 

during leisure. However, self-perception as an avid reader was expressed by majority (53.8 per cent). Fictions 

were liked by > 75 per cent teenagers; however, non-fictions were also liked by majority (61.8 per cent). The 

reading preferences of the children were found to be affected by their age, their gender and the type of schools 

they attended. A significant inverse relationship of television watching and movie-going was observed with 

reading time. 

 Lindita Skenderi and Suzana Ejupi (2017). This article presents that the Reading is one of the four main language 

skills and as such it is taught and practiced since an early age. After learning how to read as a main skill, students 

are also taught by parents and teachers to convert reading to a habit which will help them develop a much needed 

rich language, better personality, better academic performance, self-confidence in knowledge and many other 

aspects. The results show whether students enjoy reading, their frequency of reading books, the genres they 

mostly prefer to read, the reasons that affect their reading habits and similar questions related to reading. The 

answers show that students mostly read to gain knowledge and for personal satisfaction, while they choose social 

media and busy schedule at school as the reasons which affect their reading habits. 

NEED FOR THE STUDY 

LIS is professional course which deals with theoretical as well as practical aspects of various concepts of library 

profession. As a course it depends on the library system and library system develops with new inventions and applications 

in the courses and practices. LIS creates Librarians, information professionals but it needs the existence of library system. 

The major components of the library system are Library as place, books (in any form) and Users. Users are major 

component of the library system and satisfying user needs is the major goal of the library system. In the present situation 

more number of users are not showing interest in the reading. Reading habit is the basic need for development of subject or 

system or research. Decreasing interest of reading habit is affecting the library system. In this connection the role of 

departments and associations in developing reading habits and skills is very much needed. 

OBJECTIVES 

 To identify the level of reading habits among the various categories of students. 

 To identify the role of departments in developing reading skills 
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 To identify the role of associations in developing and enhancing reading habits. 

METHODOLOGY 

In The present study an analytical method of research has been used. Primary data has been collected through visit and oral 

discussions among various user groups. The secondary data collected from different sources like curriculum and time 

tables of identified university LIS departments and conference themes of various LIS associations were analysed. As the 

secondary data available in websites of the departments and associations has been used for the study. 

SUMMARY OF THE DATA ANALYSIS 

Reading Habits among Various Kinds of Users 

 Very less number of users were having reading habits. 

 More number of students in primary and high schools were not having reading habits they read only textbooks 

and refer notes. 

 Majority of students in higher education like under graduate, professional courses like B.Ed., M.Ed., MCA, MBA 

and other post graduate student except literature and very few habitual readers were not having reading skills and 

they are mostly depend on capsule information. 

University LIS Departments in Karnataka 

 In this study 09 university LIS departments syllabus has been analysed among 09 no one department having the 

syllabus/ curriculum on promoting reading habits. 

 Some of courses like information literacy skills, user studies and different types of library systems having as a part 

of syllabus like user studies, user education, user orientation, information seeking patterns etc.,. 

 Analysed syllabus of different universities in Karnataka which are offering LIS courses are having very less 

amount of syllabus has been included about promoting reading habits. 

 Information literacy and information literacy skills courses will support little about reading skills but these also 

not recommend how to improve reading skills among users. No theory and practical course on promoting reading 

habits/skills among user for forthcoming library professionals. 

 In the time table leisure hours has been mentioned as library hours/ library work for the students who are learning 

the course. 

Research on Reading Habits 

 For this study all the LIS theses submitted to different universities in Karnataka and available in SHODHGANGA 

has been analysed. 

 Among 190 theses only 20 theses are about reading habits, reading skills, user studies and information literacy 

skills and effect of other variables on reading habits. 

 Very less i.e. only 10% of the research on assessing the reading habits of the users. 

 In these research studies only few suggestions / recommendations has been given for promotion of reading habits. 
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LIS Professional Association’s Conferences 

 In this important LIS professional associations conference themes and sub themes has been analysed. 

 The conference themes and sub themes of CGLA: central Government Library Association, IASLIC: Indian 

Association of Special Libraries and Information Centres, IATLIS: Indian Association of Teachers of Library and 

Information Science, ILA: Indian Library Association, SALIS: Society for Advancement of Library and 

Information Science, SIS: Society for Information Science, KSLA: Karnataka State Library Association, IALA: 

Indian Academic Library Association etc. has been analysed. 

 Analysis shows that CGL A’s five conferences on vision- 2020,profession and education, IATLIS 22nd conference 

on Quality of education in LIS, 23rd conference on Building curriculum with a difference vision for LIS education 

in the 21st century, 25th conference on Changing face of LIS education, and 28th conference on Emerging 

challenges in LIS education, ILA’s 64 international conferences only few conference on LIS education, 

curriculum library services in some information is available on reading habits. 

 More number of conference themes are on latest concepts like application of ICT to library, Networking, Digital 

library system, open access system, quality management, Information Literacy skills etc.  

FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 

 Majority of the students from primary education to post graduate education were not the habitual/ regular readers. 

 More number of students were not having reading skills 

 Very less number of curriculums framed on promoting reading habits among users in the LIS departments 

courses. 

 Very less amount of practical approach has been applied on promoting reading habits 

 Very less i.e. only 10% of the research on assessing the reading habits of the users. 

 More number of conference themes of LIS professional associations are on latest concepts like application of ICT 

to library, Networking, Digital library system, open access system, quality management, Information Literacy 

skills etc.,. 

 Finds very less scope to promoting reading habits among users. 

SUGGESTIONS 

 To promote the reading habits all types of libraries should take remarkable initiatives. 

 The libraries and information sources should be made available to all users. 

 Public libraries should be made attractive to the users. 

 More research to be conducted on promoting reading habits according to the needs of the users 

 Professional association as major leaders in developing a subject and system to be organize more conferences and 

seminars on promoting reading habits. 

 Considering primary to higher level education system more number of orientation, training programmes and 

workshops to be conducted on promoting reading habits. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Reading is major tool to inculcate and develop knowledge among the users. Libraries are the facilitators of the resources 
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and skills to develop reading habits. From the primary education itself if it provided by the good library facilities, relevant 

resources and full time librarian the users can develop reading skills. The departments and the professional associations 

make dominant role in developing a subject by providing various facilities like curriculum development, conducting 

training and workshops to professionals on promoting reading habits. 
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