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ABSTRACT 

It is an attempt to summarize the elements of Hosseini’s works. 

Khaled Hosseini- a name which is not only known and appreciated by millions but also one which gives us multiple 

flashbacks of his exemplary and incredible works. The Kite Runner, A Thousand Splendid Suns, And The Mountains 

Echoed; these are not just ordinary novels which one reads and forgets about, but are rather the rare pieces of art that 

remain with the readers throughout their lives. The reader lives the life of the characters throughout and may often relate 

to the hardships Hosseini portrays of the Afghans in his works and is often left with an aching heart and silent tears. One 

major reason why Hosseini’s works make a huge impact on the readers is because the novelist vividly portrays the lives of 

the Afghans before and after the Taliban invasion and one could get a glimpse of how it completely changed their lives in 

the most undesired way. The Afghan-American novelist definitely knows the way to the reader’s heart. One thing which 

is common in all his works is that they all have been at least partially set in Afghanistan and have featured an Afghan as 

the protagonist, majorly because of the fact that he himself is an Afghan and is closely acquainted with the hardships and 

sufferings of the people of the war-torn country. 
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INTRODUCTION 

THE KITE RUNNER (2003)  

A breathtakingly beautiful story about two friends, Amir and Hassan, depicts the different emotions of human life. 

Friendship, betrayal, love, trust, loyalty, indifference, guilt, redemption… all splendidly packed and knitted together 

in this astounding novel. 

Hassan happens to be Amir’s servant and also his illegitimate brother which Amir realizes later in the 

story. Flying kites was their favourite past-time and also an escape from the horrific and terrible society. Everything 

was seemingly normal until one day an unexpected incident happens to alter their lives forever. What follows next 

are the various attempts made by Amir to overcome his guilt and to compensate for the unintentional damage done 

by him. But by the end, life comes in a circle and Amir finally finds a way to overcome his guilt through Hassan’s 

son and seals his love for Hassan by the quote… 

‘For you, a thousand times over’. 

The novel strikingly portrays the socio-political distress prevalent in those times in Afghanistan. One quote 

from the novel which says it all….  

‘There are a lot of children in Afghanistan, but little childhood’. 

It is a kind of story which stays with the readers forever. Of all the negativity and dilemma it has an 
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optimistic approach which shows… 

‘There is a way to be good again…’ 

A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS (2007) 

The exceptional title of this novel comes from a 17th century poem which is an ode to the city of Kabul: ‘One could not 

count the moons that shimmer on her roofs, or the thousand splendid suns that hide behind her walls’. The novel is set in 

Afghanistan from early 1960s to early 2000s. The story revolves around two women from totally contrasting walks of life. 

Laila represents the modern face of Afghanistan, whose family holds progressive views about women rights and politics. 

Her parents are killed in a Taliban attack and her independence is challenged when she decides to marry Rasheed (the 

antagonist) to give her unborn child by Tariq (her lover) a father. Mariam, on the other hand, is an illegitimate child who 

did not have a normal childhood like Laila. She is Rasheed’s wife and often becomes a victim to his brutalities and 

physical assaults.  

The story depicts the relationship between Laila and Mariam, which is of love, friendship and pure concern. 

Mariam even sacrifices her life to save Laila and her children. Laila later reunites with Tariq. 

There is also a strong emphasis on women education… 

‘Marriage can wait, education cannot’ 

This emotionally stirring novel does not have a fairytale ending but leaves us wondering what humanity should 

look like. 

AND THE MOUNTAINS ECHOED (2013) 

Hosseini’s third masterpiece. The title has been picked up from William Blake’s line ‘And all the hills echoed’, with ‘hills’ 

changed to ‘mountains’ to suit Afghanistan’s imposing terrain. The story is about 10 year old Abdullah and his 3 year old 

sister Pari, who is adopted by a wealthy couple and eventually taken by her half-French mother to live in Paris, while 

Abdullah stays in his father’s small village in Afghanistan.  

The life paths of Abdullah and Pari are pronouncedly different and show the unfairness of fate. Abdullah misses 

his sister to the extent that he even named his daughter after her. Later, Pari manages to reach his brother but as fate would 

do, Abdullah no longer recognizes his sister as he has been hit by dementia. 

‘It’s a funny thing…but people mostly have it backward. They think they live by what they want. But really, what guides 

them is what they’re afraid of. What they don’t want.’ 

Hosseini is deeply moved by the plight of the people of Afghanistan and it clearly reflects in his works. 

‘Kabul is… a thousand tragedies per square mile.’ 

CONCLUSIONS 

Khaled Hosseini’s works contain a convincing nostalgia for old Afghanistan and pure love for its culture. The readers are 

captivated by the stories. Moving tales that stay with you after you have finished it. His writing style is so beautiful that no 

matter how harsh or sad the story is, the reader stays completely enthralled. The magical storyteller grips us with his 

excellent plots and characterization. Well written, heart wrenching eye-openers. Indeed are 
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‘Morning sun to my yelda’ 
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