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ABSTRACT 

Panchkanya are worshipped and remembered as symbols of piousness and devotion. They remain tall and emphasize 

the strength of a woman’s indomitable will. Although these women were the epitome of knowledge, wisdom, and 

devotion their stories have been moulded and characters painted, twisted, and presented to support the later patriarchal 

societies to enslave and suffocate the very existence of a woman. Later people did not identify and realize the real traits 

these women stand for, rather they made one-sided stories and preached what was fulfilling their vested interests. So, it 

becomes necessary to reread and rethink these wonderful and vibrant women of the past and understand the message 

they bestowed upon humanity. 
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INTRODUCTION 

“Sarwe bhawantu sukhinah, Sarwe santu niramaya. 

Sarwe bhadrani pashyantu, Maakaschid dukh bhagbhawate.” 

India has a long tradition of universal coexistence, peace, and brotherhood. Its old texts and manuscripts 

prove how India ever believed in the peaceful coexistence and considered the whole world as a family:  

“Ayam nizah provati gadna laghu chetsam. 

Udarcharitanaam tu vasudhaiv kutumbakam.” 

Although India and especially Hindu mythology has proved its might in every field so many times, it is 

still considered a dominant and backward patriarchal community. India is no doubt a patriarchal community but it 

does not mean that there was or is no existence of mighty women in its history. Hindu mythology is very rich and 

now is proving its existence in scientific means also. Once considered a backward community due to the 

exhortation of the thieves and invaders who not only tried to rob it of its materialistic valuables but destroyed its 

vibrant culture and scriptures also. Once known as the golden bird, India had nothing left to prove her mighty 

culture and what was left was just the debris left by the robbers. These robbers and then the imposed colonialism 

and imperialism made the condition even worse.  

Western countries consider themselves modern and very forward in every field. They think of feminism as 

a gift bestowed by them upon the world. Feminism is good when it works positively but excess of anything is not 

good. Feminism was good until it has not started making its colonies in the mind of people. Fake feminism is 
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ruining the essence of feminism; it is trying to dry up the very root of love, care, and faith of one gender in the other. Male 

and female are two counterparts of the same whole and their physical and emotional unification is needed for the smooth 

going of our lives but fake feminism has made them rivals who are ready to lock horns at any time. Emotions of love, care, 

and sacrifice are now considered tools of extortion and dominance. If everyone will retreat from fulfilling their 

responsibilities what will happen to the coming generation? Why are we not able to see or find good in the person of the 

other sex anymore; where that love and faith have been lost: an inquiry is must to find out the solution. 

Hindu mythology once again comes to the rescue; it shows that women are neither downtrodden nor forgotten for 

their services rather they are remembered and worshipped: 

“Ahalya Draupadi Sita Tara Mandodaritatha. 

Panchkanyah smarennityam mahapataknashinyah.” 

(In another version of this sloka Sita has been written in the place of Kunti)(Wikipedia)  

 They are emotionally much stronger than their counterparts. They have emerged as entities of a character with 

strength, be it Sita, Ahalya, Mandodari, Tara, Kunti, or Draupadi, all these women proved their might as feminist warriors. 

They were warriors but not fighting against males. These warriors had the might to carry on even in the darkest hours of 

their lives. They did not leave or fight against their male counterparts but acted as their strongholds and encouraged and led 

them to move forward. Often we appreciate the monument but forget the foundation on which that monument is standing; 

we appreciate the pearls of a necklace but ignore the string that keeps those pearls altogether. Our graceful women idols 

were like that very foundation or the string that was behind those great admirable men of history. Ram is admirable and 

worshipped as Maryadapurushottam only because Sita was always there for him keeping her everything at stake. Ahalya 

was considered a Sati who never thought of any other man except her husband even in her dream and still was cursed by 

the same husband. She although even being potent enough to curse him in return accepted her fate only and waited ages 

long to Ram to come and break the curse. She remained calm and did not react foolishly like her husband who had no other 

way left except than waiting for Ram to regain his wife. Tara always acted as a friend and consort to her husband. She was 

intelligent and always tried to give appropriate suggestions and warnings to her both husbands. Mandodari never left her 

husband’s side whatever situation it was and tried to make her husband follow the right path. Kunti, the queen of 

Hastinapur, was a symbol of care, service, and forgiveness. Her upbringing made the Pandavas capable enough to turn the 

dangerous and infertile Khandavaprastha into the vibrant city of Indraprastha. Draupadi stood and fought alone for her self-

respect and the honor of her husband. She became the tool to end the evil reigning in the world at her time. She was 

considered Sati and still is worshipped for her devotion to her five husbands. These and many more females from Hindu 

mythology pave the path for Indian feminism that does not require crutches of the destructive western version of feminism. 

AHALYA 

Ahalya was created by Lord Brahma and married to the sage Gautama who was much older than her. Indra who from ever 

had an evil eye on the charming beauty and youth of Ahalya cheated her of her purity in disguise of sage Gautama. Later, 

Indra and Ahalya both were cursed by the infuriated sage.“In his fury, he cursed Indra: a thousand vulvas would erupt all 

over his body. Indra went around like that for a while, until his wife Sachi, taking pity on his shame, intervened, praying on 

his behalf. Then they were turned into eyes. 

Worse, Gautam was equally angry with Ahalya and cursed her too. For betraying her sacred marital vows for the 



Decolonising Feminism with Special Reference to the Panchkanya from Hindu Mythology                                                                                               3 

 

www.tjprc.org                                                                                                                                                                         editor@tjprc.org 

sake of bodily pleasure, she would be turned into stone. Ahalya declared her innocence, pointing out that she was as much 

a victim of Indra’s trickery as Gautam. But it was too late. The curse was in full force. Already her body was petrifying.”         

( The Forest of Enchantments) Ahalya had to wait for a very long time for the curse to be broken. After coming back to the 

life she took the vow of silence that according to the sage Gautama would enhance her spirituality but that was a 

punishment for the husband whose faith was shaken just with a small gush of wild wind; who in his anger could not see the 

innocence and purity in his wife’s eyes. Her silence left her husband left in entire loneliness throughout his life. Ahalya 

herself was a spiritual creation having many powers but she did not misuse those in fury. She remained calm and gave the 

message to the world that a single moment of mistrust and anger can turn a diamond into coal. Sage Gautama often 

realized his mistake but that was somewhere hidden behind the male ego and the story itself has been twisted by the 

patriarchal society to demand purity from women. But, people either forgot or intentionally ignored the message behind the 

story of Ahalya; they did not learn from the calm showed by Ahalya at the time of distress but emphasized the chastity and 

otherwise, the trial of a woman whether it was her mistake or not. 

TARA 

Tara was the wife of Sugriva who after a battle with Bali fled from Kishkindha. Tara then became the wife of Bali and bore 

him a son called Angad. She was always loyal to her husband. She tried to warn Bali of the unknown upcoming danger of 

being challenged by Sugriva again and again. Later, according to the tradition, she became the wife of Sugriva after the 

death of Bali. Then also she saved her husband’s life from the anger of Laxman by intelligently talking to Hanuman and 

sending him to calm Laxman who was furious about Sugrive’s forgetting and not fulfilling the vow of helping in search of 

Sita once Ram would kill Bali and make him again the king of Kishkindha. Tara was very intelligent and able to feel the 

coming danger. She always tried to show the right path to both her husbands. Tara’s personality shows the intelligent side 

of a woman; how to perceive a coming danger and finding out a proper solution to it. She should not be considered as a 

poor woman divided between two brothers rather she was the reigning queen of Kishkindha; kings changed but she 

remained the same. 

SITA 

 Sita was considered to be the daughter of the earth found by Janak who fostered her to be an intelligent woman having an 

indomitable will. She performed all her duties as a daughter, princess, wife, daughter-in-law, sister-in-law, queen, mother, 

and woman. Sita is especially remembered as a devoted wife who had to suffer many hardships despite fulfilling her 

duties. She seems to be a tragic queen that she was not. Nobody forced her to go to the forest with Ram; it was her will to 

go with her husband and fulfil her services as desired to a wife in her time. If she would have been a delicate princess, she 

had never the guts to go to a dangerous place like a deep forest that also without any luxurious or military supplements. 

Although the battle was fought and won by Ram it was Sita who was the axis of all the happenings. Ram was able to fight 

only because Sita was there unmoved as a devoted wife. Ram had many divine weapons for his support but Sita was facing 

all the barbaric demons including the ferocious Ravana alone and that also barehanded. If Sita had accepted Ravan’s 

proposal whether due to fear or due to the charm of golden Lanka, there was nothing left for Ram to fight. The incident of 

Agni Pariksha has often been used to make women accept the boundaries imposed upon them; people say if Sita being an 

avatar had to face all the trials what right a normal woman has to go against the norms of the society. Sita entered into the 

fire only to regain her original form that was kept safe with the God of Fire. Sita left the palace while she was pregnant 
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with her twins and made them capable enough to defeat Ram himself. Although the later part considered Uttar Kanda was 

not originally part of Valmiki’s Ramayana and was added later by some unknown sources. Tulsidas had never depicted 

such a thing in his version of the story. 

MANDODARI 

Mandodari was the queen of Lanka and married to the demon king Ravana. She was the mother of Meghnad, the victor 

who defeated the king of gods Indra and so was known as Indrajeet. She was a devoted wife and queen. She always tried to 

show the reality and the right path to her husband who was never ready to listen to her due to his male ego. Still, it was 

only Mandodari who was able to cool down Ravana during his rage. She acted as a shield many times to save Sita from 

angry Ravana. Mandodari respected Sita for her devotion to her husband Ram and considered her dangerous and could be 

the reason for the destruction of Ravan and Lanka. In some scriptures, she has been depicted as the mother of Sita who was 

far cast from Lanka as according to a prophecy the girl could be the reason for Ravan’s death. Mandodari was later married 

to Vibhishana as per the tradition of Lanka. Mandodari although very loyal to her husband but never feared to tell the truth 

or show the path to him; for her righteousness and safety of her husband and the people of Lanka were beyond her safety. 

She was ready to put her life at stake only for the safety of her husband. Ravana never listened to or acknowledged her 

wisdom and so pave the path to his downfall.  

KUNTI 

Kunti was a foster child and was given the name of Kunti after her foster father Kuntibhoj. She was a kind and dutiful girl 

and won the boon to call upon the Gods and bless her with a child by the sage Durwasa who was famous for his easily 

raged anger. Due to her curiosity, she invoked the Sun god and later was blessed with a son named Karna whom she had to 

abandon due to her social image as she was not married till then. She was later married to the king of Hastinapur Pandu 

who did not even give her a single night as a wife and left for war. When he returned he took Madri with him and 

showered all his love on her only. When the king was cursed and was not able to increase his progeny he started lamenting 

his fate. A very kind-hearted Kunti forwarded a helping hand by giving him three sons using the same boon. She even 

shared the boon with Madri and let her feel the motherhood by getting two sons from Aswini Kumar. The society which 

could have discarded her for bearing a child without marriage accepted the children got by the same process only because 

she was married now. After Pandu’s death, she took care of all the five children who were later known as the Pandavas. 

Her sons were among the most famous and worthy warriors of their age. She told her children to keep calm even after the 

Lakshagruh incident when they were about to be burnt alive as that was not the right time to revolt. She did not even leave 

Gandhari alone when all the Kauravas were killed by Pandavas and was ready to bear the wrath. 

Kunti’s personality resembles care, service, and devotion; how to be devoted even to the most ungrateful people 

like Pandu and Dhritarashtra. She was a sensible woman and knew restraint. She was the pillar to support orphaned kids 

and provide them with the strength to be great personalities. She was a mother and devoted all her life to her children. She 

was the queen who took her subjects before her grudges. Most of all she had the rare power of forgiveness. 

DRAUPADI  

Draupadi was a boon from Gods and came out of the fire. She was like fire, never ready to lose her spark. She was afore 

her time; she got married to five Pandavas to save them from embracing renunciation. She sacrificed herself to keep the 

Pandavas altogether. Draupadi was the queen of Indraprastha. She never left her husbands’ side even when they lost her in 
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a bet. Although she was furious at the idea of betting on a wife she understood that the incident was a trap. She did not 

kneel before Kaurwas and took a pledge to be the reason for their destruction. Draupadi’s character although being from a 

different time seems very familiar to modern women. They feel the pain Draupadi could have felt during the molestation 

done by her in laws’ family even after being surrounded by her capable husbands and other elderly family members. 

Draupadi on being asked for boons as repentance from Dhritarashtra and Gandhari asked to free her five husbands. She 

was the only queen of her husbands’ who went to the forest for twelve years and one year of disguised exile. She faced 

many hardships and in the end became the reason for the downfall of Kauravas. Nowadays a few people try to blame all 

the destruction on the shoulders of Draupadi. But there are some places where she is worshipped as a goddess and counted 

among the Panchkanya whose name only removes all the sin. The character of Draupadi shows the indomitable spirit of a 

woman who can stand with her companion lonely on the ground of Khandavaprasth and encourage them to create 

Idraprasth, on the other hand, can take the form of Kali whose thirst for blood and vigilance can be quenched by the blood 

of Dushashan’s heart only. She teaches one to never bow down in front of the unrighteous however strong it is. 

CONCLUSIONS 

 Hindu mythology is full of examples of such powerful women; Urmila, Kaushalya, Sati Sulochana, Gandhari, and many 

more. These all women had feministic values and never considered themselves lesser than any male. But they never fought 

against people only because they were males. If we have Ravana in society, we have Ram also; if we have Kaurwas, we 

have Krishna also. Based on a few nasty people, we cannot generalize the misconduct to all the males. Hindu mythology 

provides us the feminism that does not work against the half of the population that is male. This feminism is constructive 

and believes in growing together and not pushing others out of the way. It is very essential to decolonizing western 

feminism to form a peaceful society. We need to learn from our past and filter the impurities added to it in the later eras. 

We need to decolonize western feminism and embrace our positive feministic values and tell the world that feminism is a 

matter of choice and not an obligation. 
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