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ABSTRACT 

There is an affinity between English poet William Wordsworth (1770-1850) and Bengali poet Jibanananda Das (1899-

1954) in terms of responses to responses to contemporary society and a deep attachment to "native soil" Both poets were 

instrumental in heralding a new phase in poetic form and content. Wordsworth not only introduced new themes in the 

Lyrical Ballads but in the Preface to the Lyrical Ballads (1798) advocated new poetic theory which enveloped English 

poetry for the next two generations. Jibanananda was instrumental in introducing a new poetic sensibility into Bengali 

Poetry-one that was in tune with contemporary Western Canons of literature. His technique of defamiliarizing the 

traditional landscape of rural Bengal and the use of unique images created a new poetic voice-rather different from 

'Rabindrik' conventions. Both poets were witnesses to considerable political and social turmoil. Wordsworth would 

experience the manifestations of the Industrial Revolution and the French Revolution. The Indian Freedom Movement 

and the riots in Bengal (1946) on the eve of Independence would leave an indelible mark on Jibananaanda's poetry.  

 This endeavour tries to briefly examine affinities in responses to contemporary social change and deep bonds 

with the native land. There is also a brief study of the conflict between the Rural and the Urban a favourite theme of both 

poets. Jibanananda's treatise on Bengali poetry 'Why I Write" and "About Poetry' bear a striking resemblance to some 

issues raised in the Preface to the Lyrical Ballads. 
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