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ABSTRACT 

Brain in Vat’ also known as ‘Brain in Jar’ is the updated version Rene Descrates’ ‘evil demon thought experiment’ by 

Gilbert Harman. It makes person believe that the knowledge that he/she has is the product of not his/her sensory 

experiences powered with actual reality. Rather the brain in vat is given a virtual stimuli by the scientist. The 17th 

century French mathematician and philosopher, Rene Descartes in his experiment doubts the reliability of the senses 

influenced by ‘some malicious demon’ as one of the tools of perceiving the actual reality. Hence he proposes the 

possibility of ‘intellectual autonomy’ through the application of ‘good mind’ if one desires to search for the absolute 

truth. The absence of such truth leads man to greater agony and ultimately turns him to have a distorted personality. 

Hence the present paper is a humble attempt to generate, develop and apply the concept of ‘Brain in fluid’ on the basis 

of the existent thought of ‘brain in vat’ with reference to the selected novel, What Lies Between Us (2016) by Nayomi 

Munaweera, a Sri Lanka based woman writer. The researcher will attempt to explore the inner personality of the female 

protagonist, Ganga who is shattered between no. of lies and secrets. The present paper will also address the questions 

like Can the condition of Ganga be judged like a ‘Brain in Vat’ or ‘Brain in Fluid’? Are there some evil experimenters 

in her life that exert influence on her brain? Or does her Brain generate meaning at uncertain level? What illusive 

reality that she lives with? Can she reach to the absolute truth in her life? Does the absolute truth transform one’s ‘self? 

and so on. 
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