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ABSTRACT 

In this present scenario, learners use their memory skill to learn rather than the cognitive skill. This paper 

suggests the importance of cognitive skill in education and encourages learning through the inquisitive mind. The 

researcher aims to apply deconstruction as a tool for reading a text and enhance the cognitive skills of tertiary level 

learners. The main aim of this study is to make a change in the level of understanding or thinking among the learners. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Cognitive Skills 

Cognitive skills refer to the abilities to gain knowledge from experience and information. Cognition is not 

only learning information, but also the ability to think about new information, process and speak about it, and 

apply it to another. It will develop a child’s maturity level and it develops a higher level of thinking in learners 

mind. Information processing happens more skillfully and also in making connection to other information more 

easily. The following are the components of cognitive skills: 

• Thinking  

• Attention 

• Perception  

• Concept formation  

• Imagination and reasoning  

• Problem solving  

Without developing the cognitive skills, children cannot be trained to integrate new information as they 

are taught. The sad truth is most of the children move to the next grade before they master the basic academic 

skills like listening, reading, speaking and writing because they have not developed cognitive skills.  

The ways and means to enhance the cognitive skills are multiple in numbers. Yet, when it comes to the 

point of English language, there are a few tools and techniques that function effectively in the minds of learners to 

develop their cognition.  
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DECONSTRUCTION AND READING 

Deconstruction is a multiple way of interpretation of a text; it is a theory of infinite possibility. As Paul Ricoeur 

has remarked deconstruction is a way of uncovering the questions behind the answer of a text or tradition. It has some good 

deal to offer the readers and can improve one’s ability to think critically. 

Deconstruction concerns a philosophical position, political and intellectual strategy and mode of reading. It is not 

a method, but an activity of reading. It helps in the analysis of conceptual oppositions and new contexts of judgment. By 

deconstructing the reader may find multiple meanings for the key words in a text. It helps the reader to find the nuances of 

a language and to comprehend a text deeply which in turn stimulate the cognitive awareness. In traditional learning method 

the readers give less importance to read a text. They enrich their memorization skills and fail to concentrate on the 

cognitive skills. Hence, this research is an attempt to apply deconstruction theory in classroom learning. It is believed that 

it can bring changes in the minds of the thoughtful readers. 

Deconstruction in Reading is Applied for the Following Three Reasons 

• Meaning is unstable 

• False necessity 

• Trashing 

SIGNIFICANCE OF DECONSTRUCTION IN CLASSROOM 

The deconstruction of a text helps the reader to find the hidden meaning in the text and assists in deep 

understanding of it. Pre-reading draws an understanding and creates cognitive awareness. In classroom if the learners read 

the text with the help of deconstruction, they could understand the text in a better manner and thereby can improve their 

level of comprehension. It also helps to understand new information in the text. 

• Demonstrate understanding of the complexity, meaning in text 

• Infer from the text 

• Increase the knowledge of vocabulary 

• Critical analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure of reading 

• Understand organized devices in the text, which link ideas 

• Comprehend the complex of vocabulary and form of writing. 

METHODOLOGY 

Methodology has been followed as mentioned in this research design; 
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Figure 1 

The researcher has followed this research design for the study. The main purpose of this study is to enhance the 

cognitive skill of the selected group through deconstruction. It is an attempt to apply deconstruction theory in language 

classroom learning. 

Tool Used 

The researcher has designed a questionnaire to find the needs of the learners and test their level of cognition. A 

brief reading of the text creates a cognitive awareness. Text is used, tools during the activities. Learners read the text with 

help of deconstruction. 

STUDENT CENTERED APPROACH 

Tell me and I forget 

Teach me and I remember 

Involve me and I learn 

-Benjamin Franklin 

Activity is the practical approach to learners which encourages them to learn. When teaching is given to the 

learners in a realistic manner, it may involve them in learning. The learners were divided into six groups, each group the 

same piece of text given by the researcher. They tend to explain what they read. Each activity pointed the cognitive skills; 

Learners read a text with deep understanding and exhibit new ideas. Learning and improving the cognitive skill through the 

activity of reading (deconstruction), is a new approach to the undergraduate students of English.  

They experienced this kind of learning to be an innovative one, when the learning is imparted through text. Many 

students felt comfortable with this kind of learning, but a few students found it difficult in switching over to inquire of the 

text from the regular classroom, to which they were already used to. However, they showed a keen interest and they 

improved their skills through the deconstruction of the text. The learners’ view points and perspectives were obtained 

through an exploratory questionnaire, following a classroom activity involving through the text. The responses of the 
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learners were analyzed and the results are given below. 

Thinking before work     - 99.1% 

Habit of reading      - 88.3%  

Increases Imagination     - 77.3% 

Helps to solve critical situation    - 75.8% 

Deep comprehension     - 71.3% 

Books pave way for thinking    - 87.5% 

Habit of criticizing     - 70.3% 

Gaining language through deconstruct the text  - 93.3% 

Read books only for examination perspective  - 87.5% 

Improves Reasoning ability    - 85.8% 

FINDINGS 

During the course of the study and activities, the researcher found certain observations in the classroom based on 

the response of the learners. The researcher had the opportunity of finding and knowing the students' way of reading a text. 

The researcher could impose the importance of cognitive skill among the students. When the learners interacted with a 

teacher, it was different from the conventional way of teaching. Learners could improve the cognitive skill through 

inquisitive reading of the text. It gave creative awareness to the learners. 

• Learners had new experiences in learning through various interpretations of the text. 

• It broke the conventional way of teaching. 

• When the learners read the text with deep comprehension, it improved their critical thinking 

• It improved cognitive skill of the learners without strain. 

• The process of acquisition of thinking skills emerged naturally. 

• It helped the learners to think on their own. 

• It is user-friendly for both the teachers and the learners. 

The researcher has found many positive finding based on the responses sheet given by the learners. 
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