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ABSTRACT
In the cultural setup of the Punjab, caste (qaum) is thought to be strongest binder that is often preferred in
establishing group alliances and adherence of people with one another. The purpose of the paper was to explore the level of
social and cultural adherence of the youth with their caste bindings and the ultimate impact of caste affiliations s regards to
the local politics. The sample area of the study was PMAS-AAU Rawalpindi; sample drawn at the total number of enrolled
student was 185. By using a structured interview guide was collected by researcher. Results show that participants age
groups between 19-30 years. Biradari System played an important role at local level politics, 36.76% respondents strongly
agree and 45.95% of the respondents agree with the statement. Effectiveness of biradari system was reported as 32.97%
responses too much effective, while 18.37% respondents were of the view of biradari system somehow effective at local
politics. 49.19% respondents were in favor of that biradari system played a key role as primary institution in political
system. One of the important response noted down in this research against the question that what Image comes to your
mind when you heard the word Biradari, 64.32% respondent were gave their opinion that biradari is a pressure group in the
political system and in their respective communities. The functions of caste and its significance is no exception for the
political circumstances and its particular socialization and actions of the youth. The study findings was that the youngsters
is well aware of the caste ties and evidently reflected their inclination to keep supporting the contesting candidates in the
future elections who hail from their own relevant castes.
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INTRODUCTION
Within Pakistan, in the social system of the Punjab province, the main feature is biradarism. It affects the political
system at the national and local levels. Biradari is a more powerful determinants of voting behavior than party loyalty,
except when the two candidates from the same biradari. The first tendency is the main determinant of caste voting
behavior1. Chaudhry (2012) cited Kolenda (1985) opined that „caste has prevailed in India for centuries. Members of each
caste are guided in their social lives by a set of regulations that pertain to marriage, work, recreation, and most other social
spheres‟2,3.
Biradarism is the most significant kinship system within Pakistan. Alavi has explained the significance of biradari
system with its fundamental meaning, “the biradari, the descent group, consisted on those entire principal among whom
definite relations of common descent can be traced in paternal column, apart from the digits of generations that have
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forgotten by the passage of time”4. Zekiye has expressed that all people are tracking their relationship to a common
ancestor, no matter how distant; they may belong to the same biradari 5.
Wilder described that Cultural kinship system in Pakistan is considered to be influential elements and most of the
people living in the extended family structure, that is why family members have an authoritative influence on any decision
or matter1.Biradari plays an important role in the local bodies elections. Most important biradaries in Punjab are Jatts,
Rajputs, Araiens, Gujjars, Sayads and Balochs. District authorities in Punjab are from key biradaries. Rajput biradari looks
dominant in northern areas Punjab. Jatts are living in majority in central Punjab and also distributed in southern Punjab.
Arains are mainly in central Punjab while Balochs majority are in southern Punjab. This distribution affects the outcome of
political system of Pakistan. The reason is that the elections being held on the basis of the non-party local agencies6.
Rais‟s opinion on the elections 1985 that were conducted by Zia administration on local bodies basis, in the article
“Elections in Pakistan: Is Democracy Winning‟ that interaction of conventional forces had an overawed effect in molding
the electoral decisions. Rais was of the view that party have less experience of elections and the ban on traditional means
of electioneering prohibited arguments on national issue, for that reason, in rural areas the election campaign were
prevailed by local concerns, the nominated individual‟s personal influence, associations, clan ties, tribe or biradari
especially the base of the feudal society to a large extent determine the election results 7.Nation's social system is
predominantly according to the local culture. Theories of nation based on the practical aspects of culture. Culture is a mode
of life including universal norms and ideology of a specific group of people in a meticulous territory. The social system of
sub-continent is a multi-cultural blend. Affects of Dravidians, Greece, Aryans, Mongols, Arabs and Turk Muslims and
British cultures are seemed but the Aryan culture looks prevailing. One of the most controversial topics of the social and
cultural aspects of India and Pakistan is a strict caste system 8.
Peoples are divided into separate communities with respect to their caste system is a society, known in English as
caste and zat\biradari in Pakistan. "Caste" word comes from the Portuguese or Spanish word Casta, which means origin,
purity or chastity, variety or race. Biradari system defined as an inflexible social system in which a social chain of
command is maintained generation after generation and allowing only little mobility out of the arrangement to which a
individual is born9. Castes are divided into sub-castes, (zat in Pakistan), which is the more important aspect of people's
daily life. The future generations of our ancestors belong to the same caste and a caste gathering is called biradari. Those
who belongs to same Zat, which is the precise socio cultural element in which caste regulations are performed”6.
The British approach of ruling Punjab politically became the primary cause of the biradarism10. Regardless of
apparent pre-colonial origins, the word biradari gained gradually more common political exchange in the twentieth century,
showing the contradictions inbuilt in the formation of the colonial state the language of biradari, suggesting give and take
relationships forged through political dealings, thus permitted villagers and local village influential to enter into the bigger
bureaucratic and political arenas outside, whilst maintaining the central spirit of their own struggles for position within the
village context”11.Biradari is a word, generally accepted and most frequently used in rural areas as well as in urban
localities. This word is meant to be the association between a person and his caste. Everyone wants to show the affiliation
and unity regarding his biradari always in a very respectable way. In this research, focused area was to collect the
perceived opinion of youth about the role of Biradarism, especially its role in local gross root politics and its dynamics.
The reason to focus the educated youth in this research was because it is observed that among the older people the caste
bond is more operational and conventionalized as compared to the youth who normally shuns the strict commandments of
caste bond.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
In order to collect the opinion of educated youth, a sample comprising 190 students of Pir Mahr Ali Shah-Arid
Agriculture University (PMAS-AAU), Rawalpindi was selected for as a study. The respondents were randomly
interviewed from the whole student population. A structured interview guide was developed and after pre-testing necessary
changes was made. Data were collected by a number of researchers from the university. Sample respondents were
randomly chosen and interviewed from different departments of the respective university. With the verbal consent of the
respondents, interview guides were filled by the researchers. The data entry was done by using the EpiData and analyzed
by using the SPSS17.

RESULTS
Table 1: Age of the Respondents
Category
19-21
22-24
25-27
28-30
Total

Frequency
77
81
18
14
190

Percent
40.53
42.63
9.47
7.37
100.0

Above table shows the age categories of the respondents. 40.53% of the respondents belongs to the age group 1921 years, 42.63% of the respondents belongs to 22-24 years. The table shows the maximum participation of youth during
this research to get focused output on the objective of study.
Table 2: Biradari System Played an Important Role at Local Level Politics
Category
Strongly Agree
Agree
No Response
Disagree
Strongly Disagree
Total

Frequency
69
87
9
16
9
190

Percent
36.31
45.79
4.74
8.42
4.74
100.0

Table 2 shows the opinion of the respondents at the question that to what extent they agreed with the inevitable
role of biradari system at local politics. Data show that 36.31% strongly agree with the question, 45.79% agree with above
statement. Results explain that around 82% of the respondents were agreed that biradari system have an indispensable role
at local level politics in Pakistan. This shows the high involvement of biradari system in gross root politics.

Figure 1: Biradari System Effectiveness on Local Politics
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Above graph depicted the opinion of youth which shows the effectiveness of biradari system on local political
system. Around 60 respondents give their opinion that biradari is too much effective and influential for local political
system, 80 of the respondents were in favor of effective role of biradari system at local level politics.
Table 3: Biradari System Played the Role of Primary Institution in Our Political System?
Category
Yes
No
May Be
Total

Frequency
93
34
63
190

Percent
48.94
17.90
33.16
100.0

Above data depicted that 48.94% of the respondents were of the view that biradari system played its role as a
primary institution in our local political system which is also replicated in provincial and national politics. Only 17.90%
responses fall in the category of “No” and remaining 33.16% respondents present their opinion that may be it is true.
Table 4: What does Biradari Mean to you?
Category
Political Party
Pressure Group/ local factions
Others
Total

Frequency
39
122
29
190

Percent
20.53
64.21
15.14
100.0

Above table shows opinion of younger generation about the image of biradari system in the current scenario.
20.53% respondents argued that biradari acts like an informal political party, 64.21% were of the view that biradari is more
like a pressure group or a local faction within the respective community that manipulates to bestow favors upon its
members At local level. The second result shows the big margin of youngsters‟ thinking about the utility of biradari bond.

DISCUSSIONS
Theme of biradari-based political and use of its outfit for political purposes is a game originated by the political
parties. Local biradaries in Punjab played their role as a pressure group and have their influence on political parties. In the
beginning of Pakistan, some influential families (landlords) occupied the Muslim League and become the enduring leaders
of that party after independence12. As the result of this study also depicting the role of biradari as a pressure group is 64%
of the total result. This shows the similarity among the results with previous studies.
The innate affects of biradarism are seen in the management of institutions, new hiring and selection at any
important post. The compliments of success from biradaries and feasts in the pleasure become usual. Biradari ties encircled
the winning candidate, so even if he wants to quit from the circle, he was not able to do so. The hiring, promotion or
transfers of local officials are counted in the encouraging feature for his own biradari and in the depressing aspect of the
competitor biradari. Each management decision is analyzed in the light of Biradarism. Those elected with support of a
racial group and a biradari will consider employment, construct roads, streets and schools for their own group 13.
During general elections, biradari groups became energetically active and participated in election as an
ambassador of political parties and local dominating biradaries‟ groups are significant in those groups. In the US, the
circumstances are similar but National or the State involvement is nominal and local groups are not significant groups.
These interest groups play their responsible role in interest articulation and local politics as well. One important reason
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among the list is, following the existence of major interest groups which reduce the opposition between the two groups.
These groups are extra active and effective than any political parties14.
Biradari system very much features the rural fabric of the current day Punjab province in Pakistan. In absence of
state level social security system and citizen benefits, the role of kinship and caste is very much crucial in the socioeconomic and politico-cultural life of the Punjabis. The caste and village level arbitration councils called „parya‟ and
„punchayats‟ are very much operational and functional in rural areas. The vital role of caste played in the overall cultural
set up can also be seen in the urban settings. People throughout the country are more confident about their caste affiliations
as it serves many purposes ranging from pool for marital alliances, resettlements of inter-caste conflicts, creating a nexus
of social linkages for extending the web of social interaction and also as a source of recognitions and claiming a social
respect enjoyed by a particular caste in Punjabi culture.

CONCLUSIONS
Caste is a matter of prestige. Its importance is like blood in the veins. The socio-cultural life is replete with caste
involvement within the families as well as in village. The elder generations make sure that their youngsters effectively
grasp the important associated with the caste bindings. The youth is made sure on the behalf of the older generation that
they seek pleasure in announcing their caste in their day to day matters. The role of caste and its worth is no exception for
the political scenario and its respective socialization and behavior of the youth. The study found that the younger
generation is well aware of the caste bond and clearly reflected their tendency to keep supporting the contesting candidates
in the upcoming elections who hail from their own respective castes. The study also exploded the idea that educated
youngster may think otherwise to practice their political behavior. But so far as the findings of the study are concerned, the
youth and its political socialization establish that caste bond is still concrete among the rural people as well as the urbanites
with no direct plausible link with education.

REFERENCES
1.

Andrew R. W. (1999). The Pakistani Voter: Electoral Politics and Voting Behaviour in the Punjab, Karachi:
Oxford University Press. 177-185.

2.

Chaudhry, A. G.(2012) Revitalization of Indigenous Knowledge System and Sustainable Rural Development in
the Punjab (Unpublished PhD Thesis), Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad. 105.

3.

Kolenda P. (1985)Caste in Contemporary India: Beyond Organinc Solidarity. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland
Press.

4.

Alavi, H. (1972). Kinship in West Punjab villages. Contributions to Indian Sociology. 6 :1-27

5.

Zekiye E.

A Punjabi Village in Pakistan – Perspectives on Community, Land, and Economy. The OUP

publication. II:58-70
6.

lian M. (1996). Oxford Concise Dictionary of Politics, New York: Oxford University Press. 57 & 291.

7.

Rais R. B. (1985). Elections in Pakistan: Is Democracy Winning. Asian Affairs. 12(3), 43-61.

8.

Ahmed, M. (2006). Caste system in the Sub-Continent; research paper, Al-Siyasa. . A journal of Politics, Society
and Culture. Department of Political Science, University of the Punjab, Lahore. Summer(IX),29.

9.

Ahmed, M. (2004). Faisalabad Division keSiasat per BiradarismkayAsraat,Ph.D Thesis (Unpublished),

26

Aftab Ahmed, Abid Ghafoor Chaudhry & Sajjad Hussain

Department of Political Science, B Z University, Multan. 16.
10. Talbot (1999). (Trans) Punjab Ghulami say AzadiTak, Lahore, Takhliqat.&Andrew, R. Wilder, The Pakistani
Voter: Electoral Politics and Voting Behaviour in the Punjab, Karachi: Oxford University Press. 178.
11. David G. (1994). Biradari and Bureaucracy: The Politics of Muslim Kinship Solidarity in Twentieth Century
Punjab. International Journal of Punjab Studies. 1(1), 10
12. Ahmed, M.(2009). Relationship between Political Parties and Non-Political Powers: An Analysis with Reference
to Pakistan. Pakistan Journal of Social Sciences.29(1),107-15.
13. Dawn. August 2, 2005
14. Heywood A. (1997). Politics (London: Macmillan Press Ltd.). 130.

